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because they bring in their train the sweet incense of popular
applause, but above all because they are easy and cheap. The
limousine can wait while they are performed. If, however, it
has been a gratification to the politicians of the twentieth
century to have been assured for so long that they can best
discharge the responsibilities by laying aside the burden of
empire, they know to-day that the point has been reached
when the burden must be reassumed. Great Britain, France,
and the United States need to keep substantial ground forces
in the Far East for many years, and this necessity will
be extremely displeasing to the electorates of these great
democracies. The western world, however, cannot afford a
succession of events such as the invasion of southern Korea,
an event which will, we must hope, at last convince the states-
men of the West that the frontiers of democracy cannot be
defended by air power or on the principle of limited liability.
Perhaps we may now expect, what is certainly required, a far
plainer declaration by the Western European powers and the
United States that they propose to maintain the status quo in
Asia, if necessary by force, for an indefinite period, but certainly
for the next twenty-five years, and that they will maintain
sufficient troops, ships, and aeroplanes for the purpose. Apart
altogether from Korea, such a declaration would quickly
stabilize the situation in Malaya, and would have great and
immediate repercussions in India, Pakistan, and China.

The democratic problem is, aufond> the same as that posed
by Sir Eyre Crowe in his memorandum to the League of
Nations in 1918. Sovereigns can abdicate; sovereign demo-
cracies cannot. Therefore, they must change their minds or
perish. Nothing, however, is harder than for a generation
nourished on a particular philosophy to admit that it has been
nourished on a misapprehension. Liberals and Progressives
all over the world have been taught at their mother's knee that
a free government is better than a good government and that
the exercise of authority by one nation over the territory of
another is a denial of fundamental human rights. In terms of
the western world both these statements are no doubt broadly
true, but they are quite untrue in any other terms. The
essence of the western concept of nationhood is that the nation-